Below is an excerpt from the Marden Parish Council Minutes about 1890. It is part of a
report on the Booth Charity that is mentioned in Eunice’s article about Charities.
As you can see, it took a very active part in furthering education in Marden. Also very
interesting, is the Parish Council’s involvement in the Schools.
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Notice of the 2014 Annual General Meeting

The AGM is coming up this month, which I hope many of you will be able to attend.
Two of our Committee Members are standing down, so we would like some fresh blood
on the Committee. Please volunteer if you can spare time for bi-monthly Meetings at The
Allens, (only seven friendly gatherings a year) and would like to be involved.
We have a full programme planned, including a summer outing.
The AGM will, as usual, be followed by a Cheese and Wine Social
Yours, MAUREEN CLAYTON - Chairman

GRAHAM’S REMINISCENSES - Where are they now?
Here I look at a few more.

In addition to Maynard’s, there are still family members living in Marden with three

For detailed information about the village don’t forget to visit the Society’s very
own website at www.mardensociety.org.uk
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The Parish Pump is distributed free to
Members of The Marden Society
every two months

For details of Membership please contact
the Membership Secretary
Aileen Hill on 01622 831418
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more of the businesses mentioned. One must be obvious to virtually all of the readers of
the “Parish Pump”, as Percy Reed’s son John still runs the hairdresser’s in the High
Street. John himself has clocked up well over 50 years behind the chair, a truly
remarkable achievement, though I am not sure he still “perms” ladies hair; certainly not
for 35/- (£1.75)! I remember going there for my haircut and sitting on a plank placed
across the arms of the barber’s chair to raise me up to the right height for Mr Reed to
give me the required “short back and sides”. Countless Mardenians will have done the
same, a tradition that continues to this day, I believe. It is even the same plank: surely
something that must be preserved by the History Society when, or if, ever John decides
to hang up his scissors! “Something for the weekend, sir??”
Ted Mayes had his milk business in the middle of the village near the junction of
Albion Rd/ Sutton Forge in today’s terms. Like the two other Marden milkmen (actually
one was a woman) they delivered all round the village in all weathers, usually seven but
always six days a week. Virtually all the milk was in glass bottles, though some folk still
had theirs delivered straight from the churn that the milkmen carried on their cart. Ted
had both a large hand-cart that he pushed around the village and later, I believe, a van.
All the independent village milk rounds seemed to disappear around the same time in the
1960s/70s with the coming of the giant Unigate organisation, after which Ted became a
postman for several years. His daughter still lives in the village.
GRAHAM TIPPEN

Cont’d from previous page

CHARITIES: A history of the poor
Maureen Clayton, our Society Chairman very bravely gave her first talk and took us
through a whistle-stop tour of the history of the POOR. It was so comprehensive I shall
just concentrate on local charities. There are historically seven acts of Charity.
These are: Clothe the naked; Visit the sick; Bury the dead; Refresh the thirsty and
Shelter the homeless.
This hospital in Canterbury, one of several in Kent, gave care to pilgrims as early as
1176 - hospital meaning giving hospitality. Monasteries were the main
carer for the poor until Henry Vlll’s dissolution of them. Who was
then left to fill the gap which they left? The Elizabethan Poor Laws
made the parishes responsible for their own poor, which led to many
ways of trying to shift these unfortunates to be someone else’s
responsibility.
Maureen told us of many Kentish charities which existed to carry out some
of the above acts of charity. Biddenden started with their gifts of hard
biscuits embellished with the Biddenden twins Eliza and Mary Chulkhurst
on the front. They left land to provide for cheese, bread and tea at Easter,
even beer before the coming of tea, and with money at Christmas.
Almshouses were provided for the homeless. Hawkhurst had six such
dwellings provided by Sir Thomas Dunk, besides a school for 20 boys.
The Chatham Chest represented a fund which was set up in 1590 to pay pensions to
disabled seamen, many who suffered from the war against Spain. It was part funded by
the members’ own contributions. A very early type of pension
scheme?
Education ranked highly as a worthy cause. The Judd School in
Tonbridge was founded in 1888 by the Worshipful Company of
Skinners and named after Sir Andrew Judde, Lord Mayor of London
in 1550. His endowment also provided The Skinners’ School in
Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge School and a workhouse.
Maidstone had the West Kent Infirmary and Dispensary from 1832 to provide for the
needs of working families.
Finally we have our own charities. The Maplesden and Allen. Edward Maplesden gave
the money obtained from a house and land at Horsmonden for ever. Similarly did Allen
with land at Appledore, added to by her son John. This charity still exists.
The Booth Fund – Sir Charles Booth of Great Cheveney made provision for the upkeep
of Marden Turnpike Road and £1000 “To provide a Schoolmaster and Schoolmistress or
both or either … for the training and instruction of such poor Boys and Girls, inhabitants
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of the Parish of Marden.” By 1896 a Public Elementary school had been built costing
£500 and educating 180 boys, 134 girls and 102 infants. This charity also still exists and
gives grants for educational purposes. In 1811, the vicar John Andrews left £30 to this
school.
The Victory Fund. Formed in 1944 with the big push for victory, it actually
accumulated a substantial amount of money. The local baker, Malcolm Evernden would
make pies from any meat brought to him. Then they were sold – hence the more
common name ‘The Pie Fund’, although this was only one of many fund raising
activities. With victory achieved the money was meant to go to the government. Our
local farmers on the Committee decided that some would be held back for Marden; so
local organizations can still ask for small grants. Don’t tell the Chancellor.
Kent Air Ambulance – this is not a Marden charity but being based here we take a great
interest, especially when we hear and see the helicopters overhead. Quite a few residents
are truly grateful to them.
EUNICE DOSWELL
MARDEN CARNIVAL WEEKS
Here is another of Graham’s reminiscences about another Carnival Week.
“Yes, for a few years, staring in in 1962, Marden had not just a village fete but a whole
week of Carnival fun! As the glossy 40-page programme for 1963 says,! “This was an
unqualified success and was the forerunner of the 1992’s even more ambitious Carnival
Week”.
The excitement started on the Monday night, 22 July, with the Carnival Variety
Show in the Memorial Hall and, as the highlight of the evening, the coronation of the
Carnival Queen. The winner had actually been chosen at the end of March and the result
kept in a sealed envelope until the coronation. The three finalists in 1963 were Brenda
Mills, Pat Smith and Mary Boorman. Mary was declared the winner, to reign for the rest
of the week. (I wonder where they all are now?)
As the week progressed, she presided over an Old Tyme Dance for, “Young and
Old alike” with Cecil Stockbridge and his band on the Tuesday night, on Wednesday a
Car Rally followed by a display of G-Karting and a Barbecue, bingo and music by the
“fabulous” Zephyrs all in the open air of the Fete field. Thursday saw what was, for us
teenagers, one of the highlights - professional wrestling. The stars we saw most Saturday
afternoons on ITV (who remembers Kent Walton?) were in Marden, in person. Black
Kwango fought Dangerous Danny Lynch and Johnny Czeslaw was matched against Ray
Fury. Tickets were from 3/6 to 7/6 ringside. Us kids crept in under the tent for nothing.
By Friday night, Acid House parties had nothing on the Marden scene, as the
Clyde Valley Stompers, plus two support bands, played jazz all night from 10pm to 8am.
Tickets cost £1 including breakfast! Those still on their feet were invited to have a
Danish Meal at the Unicorn Hotel. If you still had strength for more, the Saturday of
Carnival Week, the real day had finally arrived. Now the fun really started!

